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Objectives
● End of Reception writing goals
● Pencil grip
● Fine Motor skills
● Stages of Writing
● Writing in Year 1
● What you can do at home
● Reading + Phonics Screening Check
● Any questions?



End of Reception - Early Learning Goals:

Physical Development
Fine Motor Skills- Children at the expected level of development 
will: 
• Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using 
the tripod grip in almost all cases

Literacy: Writing
Writing ELG Children at the expected level of development will: 
• Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed; 
• Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the 
sounds with a letter or letters; 
• Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.



Pencil grip stages

How a child holds a 
pencil is dependent 
on their age and 
their stage of 
development. We use 
language like; ‘Use 
your birdy fingers.”





Fine motor skills 
involve the use of the 
smaller muscles of the 
hand.

















We use a book-based approach to teach writing. The books we choose help 
the children to grow their ideas and inspire their writing. 



Writing in Year 1
Targets:
● Say the sentence out loud before you write
● Sound out words before attempting to spell
● Use capital letters and full stops most of the time and question 

marks when required
● Form most letter correctly, keeping letters on the line
● Leave a space between each word (finger spaces) 
● Spell many common exception words correctly eg said, was, come, 

where
● Use present and past tense mostly correctly
● Use co-ordination eg or, and, but and subordination eg when, if 

that because



Year 1 Expectations
Chlldren have good handwriting 
skills. Their sentences are well 
structured and always make 
sense. They remember about 
spaces between words, capital 
letters, full stops etc. They use 
adjectives, adverbs and longer 
sentences.



Year 2 
Expected 
standard



Year 2 
Greater Depth







Our school has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our 
systematic, synthetic phonics 
(SSP) programme to teach 
early reading and spelling. 

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:



Gradually your child learns the entire 
alphabetic code:



Phonics Screening Check
Summer Term 2 2024







Supporting your child with phonics

For parents - Letters and Sounds 
(littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk)

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0
https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Reading a book and chatting had a positive 
impact a year later on children’s ability to…
• understand words and sentences
• use a wide range of vocabulary 
• develop listening comprehension skills.
The amount of books children were exposed to 
by age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

The most important thing you can do is 
read with your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills:  A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and 
Lefvre, J



Books going home



Transition to Year 1

● The children will meet their new teacher and see their new 
classroom this term. 

● In Year 1Term 1, the children will continue a play based curriculum 
with access to the inside and outside area.  The class teacher will 
take maths and english groups daily.

● In Term 2, the children will begin whole class lessons in the 
mornings.

● By the end of the Autumn Term, the children will have a whole day of 
class lessons (no continuous provision).



ngentleman@sunnyhill.lambeth.sch.uk   Nicola Gentleman

crichards@sunnyhill.lambeth.sch.uk Cat Richards

Emails:

mailto:ngentleman@sunnyhill.lambeth.sch.uk
mailto:crichards@sunnyhill.lambeth.sch.uk


Thank you for coming

Any questions?


