
The Park 
 

Ajay has just arrived at Joe’s house before school. Joe’s mother is the 
warden who looks after the local park. 

 

Ajay was just about to tuck into his tea and 
toast dripping in sour rhubarb jam when 
there was a loud clatter from the letterbox 
as an important-looking brown envelope 
landed on the mat. ‘Bit early for the post 
isn’t it?’ Mum said. ‘Ooh, it says Special 
Delivery.’ Mum opened it, and unfolded 
the letter. 

Joe knew instantly that something was 
wrong. He could see it on Mum’s face. 
‘What is it, Mum?’ Joe asked. 

‘Yeah, Mrs P, what’s happened?’ Ajay 
asked too. 

‘It’s the park… they’ve shut it down.’ 

For a second no one said a word. Joe and 
Ajay looked at each other, then back at 
Joe’s mum. Her face was pale, her jaw 
dropped open. She stared at the letter, her 
eyes watery and ready to spill over with 
tears. 

‘Shut the park!’ Joe said furiously. ‘They 
can’t do that, it’s… it’s the park!!’ 

‘Yeah, everyone loves that place!’ Ajay 
joined in. 

‘You boys best get to school, or you’ll be 
late,’ said Mum, her voice all shaky. 

‘But what about…?’ Joe started to say. 

‘You leave that to me, I don’t want you 
worrying.’ Mum tried to smile, but it didn’t 
reach her eyes. If she was trying to 
reassure Joe, it wasn’t working. He knew 
his mum needed that job – how else was 
she supposed to put sweet-and-sour 
spaghetti on the table? 

‘Don’t worry, Mum, I’ll… I’ll think of 
something.’ 

Joe’s mum just nodded, turning away to 
wipe her eyes. 

 

Joe and Ajay grabbed their bags and reluctantly headed out of the door. Neither 
of them said anything for what seemed like ages. 



‘You all right, man?’ Ajay asked, breaking the silence. 

‘I don’t know… I can’t believe they’ve closed the park. I mean, why?!’ Joe said in 
disbelief. 

‘Dunno,’ Ajay shrugged. ‘But I know a man who might,’ he said, pointing down 
the road. 

As they turned the corner at the top of Joe’s street they saw a man in the 
distance. He had a ladder and toolbox and was busy hammering a sign into the 
park gates. This made Joe’s blood boil. If Mum had been there she would have 
given him what for – no one hammers anything into anything without her say-so 
first. 

‘Oi!’ Ajay yelled, ‘what are you doing?’ 

Joe read the sign: ‘Under development.’ 

‘What’s going on?’ Joe asked. ‘Why have you closed the park?’ 

The man stopped what he was doing and shrugged. ‘They don’t tell me anything, 
I’m just the bloke who hammers things.’ 

Joe read the rest of the sign: 

  

Underneath the notice was a drawing of a posh building, tall and made of glass. 
It had pictures of smiling people chatting and drinking coffee outside. Joe and 
Ajay looked through the park gates and could already see diggers moving in, 
ready to tear the playground apart. 

‘This can’t be happening,’ Joe muttered, blinking back the tears. This was the 
place where he and Ajay hung out. Where they used to plot how they were going 
to become mega rich, and plan what to do if the world got taken over by 
zombies. This was the place where Joe and Ajay used to play football – or rather 
where Ajay would kick the ball and Joe would try to get out of the way of it before 
it hit him in the face. And now it was going to be turned into flats! Why wasn’t 
anyone stopping this? 

 



Now answer these questions: 

 
1.      What is Ajay doing when the post arrives? 

___________________________________________________________ 

2.      How does Joe know that the letter contains bad news before his mum tells 
him what it says? 

__________________________________________________________ 

3.      What does the letter in the brown envelope tell Joe’s mother? 

___________________________________________________________ 

4.      Look at page 1. 

Find and copy one word which shows that Joe is angry. 

____________________________________ 

5.      Look at page 1. 

In Ajay’s opinion, how do people feel about the park? 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

6.      Look at the paragraph beginning: ‘You boys best get to school...’ to the end 
of page 1. 

‘But what about...?’ Joe started to say. 

Which words would best complete Joe’s question? 
  

  Tick one. 

your breakfast 
 

our games 
 

your job 
 

our homework 
 

 



 

 

7. What is Joe’s mother thinking after she reads the letter? 

Tick one thought. 

 
1 mark 

8.      If she was trying to reassure Joe, it wasn’t working. 

What does reassure mean in this sentence? 

___________________________________________________________ 

9.      Look at the paragraph at the top of page 2. 

Find and copy one word that shows the boys do not want to leave the 
house. 

____________________________________ 
1 mark 

10.    Look at the sign from the story. 

Who has produced the sign? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fact Sheet: About 
Bumblebees 

At the Bumblebee Conservation Trust, we are passionate about 
saving bees. 
Here is why. 

  

Save our bees 
Bumblebees are among the most 
loved and familiar of garden insects. 
The sight and sound of them 
buzzing from flower to flower is an 
essential part of summertime, but 
sadly these fat, furry little creatures 
are struggling to survive. 

 

At the time of writing, 24 bumblebee species are found in the UK, but 
unfortunately, in the last 80 years, two UK species have become extinct 
and others have declined sharply. In our modern world of paved gardens 
and intensive farming, our bumblebees find themselves hungry and 
homeless. The reason for this is simple and clearly visible: there are now 
far fewer flowers to provide bees with the pollen and nectar that they need 
to survive. But all is not lost – you can take action today to help save 
these hardworking pollinators. This fact sheet explains how. 

What’s so different about the bumblebee? 
To most people, bees are instantly recognisable but there are distinct 
differences between the appearance and lives of bumblebees and 
honeybees. Bumblebees are larger and hairier than their cousins which 
makes them perfectly suited for colder climates. Bumblebee nests are 
small and they do not store large quantities of honey, so their extra furry 
coat allows them to venture out on cold days to collect pollen and nectar 
when honeybees stay inside. 

Don’t 'bee' confused 
Don’t confuse bumblebees with wasps. Bumblebees do not swarm and 
are not aggressive. Only female bumblebees can sting and they will only 
do so if they feel very threatened. Bumblebees will never interrupt your 
picnic or steal your sandwiches! 

  



 

Buzz pollination 
Only bumblebees are capable of buzz 
pollination. This is when the bee grabs the 
flower and produces a high-pitched buzz. 
This releases pollen that would otherwise 
stay trapped inside. Key ingredients in our 
diet such as tomatoes are pollinated in 
this way. Many other common foods such 
as beans and peas would also be harder 
to produce and much more expensive 
without British bumblebees. 

Did you know that bumblebees have smelly feet? 
Well they do and they're quite useful! After feeding, they leave a scent on 
the flower which lets other bumblebees know to avoid wasting energy 
landing – the flower will contain very little nectar or pollen. 

Things you can do to help 
Bumblebees help pollinate plants in more than one million acres of British 
gardens and the flowers they find can be a lifeline for them. No matter 
how small your garden, you can help to save the sound of summer by 
providing lots of bee-friendly flowers throughout the year. By 'bee-friendly' 
we mean flowers that are rich in pollen and nectar. Many ornamental 
plants that are commonly found in British gardens, such as pansies and 
begonias, are of no value to wildlife. These decorative and colourful 
flowers often produce little pollen or nectar. However, there are hundreds 
of beautiful flowers that do offer these rewards, including foxgloves, 
lavender, geraniums, herbs and wild roses that you can add to your 
garden. 

Why not try planting these? 

  
  



Energy drink for bees 
If you find a stranded or sleepy 
bumblebee, you can help to 
boost its energy levels with a 
simple sugar and water mix. Mix 
equal parts white sugar and 
warm water then pour into a 
small container or sponge. 
Place both the bee and the 
artificial nectar near to some 
flowers. 

 

Act now 

You can also help by supporting our work to conserve bumblebee habitats 
and raise public awareness. There are various ways to show your support 
including volunteering, fundraising and becoming a member of the 
Bumblebee Conservation Trust. For more information on all of the above, 
including access to our Bee Kind gardening web page, 
visit: www.bumblebeeconservation.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
What is the name of the organisation that produced this fact sheet about 

bumblebees? 

___________________________________________________________ 

2.      Look at the section headed: Save our bees. 

Complete the table below with one piece of evidence from the leaflet to 
support each statement. 

  

  Evidence 

The Bumblebee 
Conservation Trust is 
worried about bees. 

  

The leaflet makes 
readers feel hopeful for 
bumblebees. 

  

3.      In our modern world of paved gardens and intensive farming, our 
bumblebees find themselves hungry and homeless. 

This suggests that… 
  

  Tick one. 

farming has helped bees. 
 

paved gardens are 
attractive. 

 

bees are good at finding 
their way. 

 

bees have only started 
struggling recently. 

 

4.      Look at the section headed: What’s so different about the bumblebee? 

The text refers to the bumblebees’ cousins. 

Who are their cousins? 

 

 



 

 

5.      Which section of the leaflet is written to inform readers that they are 
unlikely to be stung by bumblebees? 

Write the name of the section: 

___________________________________________________________ 

6.      In what way is buzz pollination more useful than other forms of pollination? 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

7.      Look at page 2. 

Why is it important for bumblebees to leave a smelly scent on some 
flowers? 

  

  Tick one. 

so that others avoid it 
 

because it smells better than 
nectar 

 

so others know it has pollen 
 

because bees give flowers 
their scent 

 

8.      Look at the section headed: Things you can do to help. 

Find and copy one word that shows how essential flowers are to bees. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

9.      Look at page 2. 

(a)  Tick one box in each row to show whether each of the following 
flowers is bee-friendly or not bee-friendly. 

  

  Bee-friendly Not bee-friendly 

lavender     

pansy     

herbs     

wild rose     

 (b)  Explain why the flowers that are not bee-friendly do not attract bees. 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

10.    Look at the section headed: Energy drink for bees. 

These instructions suggest that the reader… 
  

  Tick one. 

enjoys preparing food. 
 

has lots of energy. 
 

is willing to handle bees. 
 

is skilled at gardening. 
 

11.    Using information from the text, tick one box in each row to show whether 
each statement is true or false. 

  

  True False 

Wasps can be aggressive.     

Male bumblebees sometimes sting.     

Bumblebees only go outside when it is warm.     

You need a big garden to help bumblebees.     



 

 Inventions 
Think about your home and all the things inside it. Everything was invented by 
someone. Many things were invented to speed up housework, some were 
made for our enjoyment and others help us communicate. A few make homes 
safer, while others make your house cleaner. 

The Telephone 

In 1849, Italian engineer Antonio Meucci made the 
first telephone. He came across the idea by 
accident when he was trying to find a cure for 
headaches. Meucci believed that headaches could 
be cured by electricity. During his experiments he 
found that when the electricity was turned on sound 
travelled down the wires he was using. Meucci 
discovered that a pair of small cones joined together 
by wires made a basic telephone. 

Soon after, a very similar invention was produced 
by a man called Alexander Graham Bell. Sadly, 
Meucci was unable to prove that his telephone was 
the first and he failed to make any money for all his 
hard work.   

The Vacuum Cleaner 

At the beginning of the 20th century cleaning a carpet meant 
lifting it from the floor, carrying it outside and beating it until all 
the dust fell out. It was hard, dirty work. Surely there was an 
easier, cleaner way of cleaning? 

Hubert Booth, a British engineer, went to watch an inventor 
demonstrating a cleaning machine that blew dust from the 
seats of railway carriages. It certainly worked! The jet of air 
blew dust from the cushions – into the faces of everyone 
watching! 

Booth thought that it would be even more useful if the machine 
sucked the dirt up, rather than just blowing it to another place. 
So he put a handkerchief on a chair cushion. Pressing his 
mouth against it, he took a deep breath and breathed in a 
lungful of dust. Once he had stopped coughing he turned the 
handkerchief over. On the back was a dark ring of dirt where 
his mouth had been. Using this idea, Booth bought an electric 
motor and pump and in 1901 built the world’s first vacuum 
cleaner. 



  

The Toaster 

Charles Strite was so fed up with burnt toast that 
he invented a pop-up toaster in 1919. This 
meant you didn’t have to stand around waiting 
for the bread to toast – you just put it in the 
toaster and it would pop up when it was ready. 

  

  

The Television 

Although the invention of the television was the result 
of work by many people, Scottish inventor John Logie 
Baird is thought to be the first person to have 
produced an image on television. 

In 1925, he created a camera which was made up of 
a jumble of lenses, spinning cardboard discs and 
electric motors. He pointed it at the head of a dummy 
called ‘Stooky Bill’. Amazingly, it worked. An image of 
the dummy appeared on the little screen. 

The Microwave 

During the Second World War in the 1940s, 
Percy Spencer, an American, was working on 
the radar – a machine used to detect enemy 
aeroplanes. One day, while he was working on 
this machine, he noticed that a bar of chocolate 
in his pocket had melted. He immediately 
realised that the microwaves from the radar 
machine had heated it. 

Spencer sent his assistant to buy some dry corn, 
and put this right in front of the machine. 
Switching on the power turned it instantly into 
popcorn. 

  

Next, Spencer put an egg in front of the machine, flipped the switch and waited. It 
trembled. It fizzed. Finally it exploded, sending shell and yolk everywhere, including 
in the face of his assistant! 

Spencer designed his invention so that it was like a mini-oven. The first microwave 



cost the same as an expensive car! 

In the future 

Now that the internet is being used more, people are inventing ‘smart’ machines so 
that owners can control them by phone. Imagine being able to put some washing on 
by sending a message to your washing machine. One washing machine, which was 
made recently, can even call out the engineer when it breaks down! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1.      Where could all these inventions be used? 



___________________________________________________________ 

2.      Look at the section about the telephone. 

What was Meucci trying to do when he had the idea for the telephone? 
  

  Tick one. 

cure headaches 

 

invent a cleaning 
machine 

 

send sound down a 
wire 

 

make money 

 

3.      Look at the section about the vacuum cleaner. 

Cleaning carpets the old way was hard, dirty work. 

What made it hard work?  

___________________________________________________________
___ 

___________________________________________________________ 

4.      The vacuum cleaner was based on another machine. 

What made the vacuum cleaner different to the machine that it was based 
on? 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

5.      Look at the section about the toaster. 

What problems did the pop-up toaster solve? Write two things. 

1. 
___________________________________________________________ 

2. 
___________________________________________________________ 

6.      Look at the paragraph beginning: Next Spencer put an egg... 



How does the writer make this paragraph exciting? 

Give two ways. 

1. 
___________________________________________________________ 

2. 
___________________________________________________________ 

7.      According to the text, how might our machines be controlled in the future?  

___________________________________________________________
___ 

___________________________________________________________ 

8.      In what order do the inventions appear in the text? 
  

  Tick one. 

order of importance 

 

no particular order 

 

alphabetical order 

 

chronological order 

 

9.      Who invented what? 

Fill in the missing information. 
  

Invention Inventor 

vacuum cleaner   

  Charles Strite 

  John Logie Baird 

microwave   

 

 

 

10.     Which two of the inventions were invented by accident? 



1. 
___________________________________________________________ 

2. 
___________________________________________________________ 

11.     Where would you expect to find this text about inventions? 
  

  Tick one. 

in a diary 

 

in a story book 

 

in a non-fiction book 

 

in an atlas 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


