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Dear Parents and Carers
We are over half way through this term- time really does zoom by!
There is always something going on at Sunnyhill – and next week is anti-bullying week, a national event
where schools up and down the country focus on saying ‘no’ to bullying. At Sunnyhill we have a whole host
of events to mark the week, all planned by our peer mediators- and one of them has even written part of
this newsletter outlining what is going on! I’d like to take this opportunity to say well done to all of our pupil
leaders- they do a great job as school ambassadors (showing visitors to the school around), as mediators
and positive play leaders for the other children, and by sharing ideas from their classes to help develop the
school further.
As always there is a lot of information in this newsletter- keep it somewhere safe until you get the next one in
a few weeks’ time.
Best wishes

Peer mediators in action- Autumn 2015

Anti-bullying week
Daisy, one of our peer mediators, has written the next bit of
the newsletter- a very brave thing to do!
We have had peer mediators at Sunnyhill for some time now.
These are volunteers, who are trained to help resolve
disputes between children in the playground, supported at a
distance by key members of staff. They are a valued part of
what we provide as a school, they show real commitment to
their role- even giving up their own chance to play to help
others!

Hi my name is Daisy and I am a Peer Mediator in year 6. Peer Mediation is a process that helps children sort
out their arguments without adult help.
This is the first time I have ever written for the school newsletter and I really hope that you like what I have to
say. I am writing to tell you that, me and some of the other Peer Mediators are working really hard planning
and preparing all sorts of activities to raise awareness about bullying for ‘Anti-Bullying Week’ this month.
Peer Mediators organise anti-bullying events every year but we want ours to be the best ever! We have
already had 4 meetings and have even started going to an after school club so that we have extra time to
plan.
We had lots of ideas about what we should do and it was so hard to choose which ones were best but
somehow we did. Some of these ideas are listed below:
Playground games run by our Play Leaders to make children think about bullying;
We are going to make a short film about bullying, we are going to plan some yoga moves and children can
join us in the playground;
We are planning two assemblies to raise awareness of bullying;
We want to have a day where children can wear their own clothes and they pay £1 which will go to Childline;
We want to release a balloon with messages asking people to stop bullying;
We want to make certificates for random acts of kindness;
We want to show people how to do Peer Mediation for a day;
We will make leaflets and posters to tell children what bullying is and how to stop it;
We are making an anti-bullying pledge wall for everyone to add their promises on how they will help to
make sure bullying never happens and of course this newsletter.
We want to help spread the message that it is not good to bully other people but also that you should not
stay quiet about it. If you see someone that is being bullied you should always tell someone.

See it, Speak about it, Stop it!
I hope I have given you some information about some of the things we will be doing in Anti-Bulling week.
Thank you on behalf of the Peer mediator team.
Good news
I think we’d all agree that the fence around the playground that runs along Valley Road has seen much
better days. We received funding to have it replaced some time ago, but have been in a bit of a wrangle
with Lambeth Planning over getting the work done.

The main building is Grade 2 listed, and as such we have to abide by certain restrictions on what can and
can’t be done to the site. Initially Planning thought that the fence was an original part of the school- which
of course it isn’t, but we had to prove that it wasn’t. Then we have had to jump through quite a few hoops
to satisfy Planning’s requirements.
We have heard this week that we have successfully got permission to replace the fence- so work will start as
soon as we can schedule it in. We aim to have the works take place over a holiday, but please be aware
that they may cause some disruption in the near future.
Assessment changes
You might have seen in the news that there has been a Government led national overall in the way that we
assess in primary schools.
For the past 20 years we have used levels to describe how a child has achieved- but these have now been
abandoned.
The Government made the decision that the old system of Levels was:





Too complicated and not informative enough for parents.
Not compatible with the freedom that underpins the New Primary Curriculum.
Not having an impact on the number of children achieving 5 good GCSEs in Secondary school (less
than half who achieved well at KS2 went on to achieve well in Secondary).
Not related to the EYFS assessment system.

The Government has given schools the freedom to design their own assessment systems.
The Sunnyhill Assessment System
After a lot of thought we have developed a system that we hope is
clear and that shows progression in year and across year groups.
Each child will be assessed throughout the year for Reading, Writing
and Maths using three domains- we have developed this way of
assessing as it is closely related to the way that we already assess
children in the Nursery and Reception.
Our three domains are:

A child may start the year in the ‘developing’ domain- our aim is that for the vast majority they will progress
to being at least secure by the end of a year. A minority of children will remain as ‘developing’ throughout
the year. We aim to challenge our more able pupils to be ‘exceeding’ by the end of each year.
Teachers may use some of these terms in next week’s parents’ evenings- please don’t get too worried by
this, it will become easier to understand over time!
Important Dates
November
December
January
2nd: Start of new half term
24th, 26th : Parents’ evenings

4th: KS1 Winter performance (10.30
and 1.30)
9th: Christmas lunch
11th: Exhibition of Learning (8.309.00, 3.15- 5.45)
14th- 18th: Class parties
19th: End of Autumn Term (2pm)

January 4th, 5th: INSET
6th : Term starts for all

These are the main important dates that have already been diarised for next few months. To help parents
plan for events we have included timings wherever possible and will continue to do so on all newsletters
sent out in the future.
We have booked our Christmas lunch this year for December 9 th- this is open to all children, even if they
usually bring a packed lunch to school. If you would like your child to have a Christmas lunch and they are
normally a packed lunch then please contact the office to let them know.
Parent ideas
During parents’ evenings in a few weeks’ time we will have suggestion sheets out for parents to complete so
that we have an idea of improvements or additions that you’d like to see to what we already offer. These
are available throughout the year from the office (as well as during parent events like concerts/plays etc.).
Alternatively if you prefer to email ideas then please do so to info@sunnyhill.lambeth.sch.uk.
We’ll use the newsletter to keep you up to date regarding any suggestions that are made.
Attendance and Punctuality
Our attendance target for this academic year is 96%.
As a parent/carer you can help us achieve this by:
• Telling your child how important school is;
• Praising your child’s achievements and celebrating their success;
• Organising non-urgent medical appointments after school;
• Helping your child get into a routine at breakfast and bedtime;
• Encourage healthy eating and exercise to boost your child’s immune system;
• Encourage your child to prepare their school uniform ready for school the night before;
• Organising your child’s equipment (or getting them into the routine of laying everything out) the night
before they’re needed (E.G. Book bag and PE kit);
• Taking time to talk to your child about what they have done in school – showing that you are interested
and what they do at school does matter!
We need your support to smash our target this year! Our attendance for last week was 95.9% and we are
running at 96 % since September. The KS1 class winners were 1Esk (99%) and the KS2 winners were 3 Severn
(98.2 %.)
It is really important that children are on time for the start of the school day, which is your responsibility as
parents. The bell is rung at 8.55 every morning, with gates being opened for those not attending breakfast
club at 8.40. Children need to be lined up ready to go into class when the bell is rung every morning; if they
are not, then they are late.
If your child is unwell and cannot attend school, the office needs to be called on the first day of absence. If
we do not hear from you then you will be called by the school. A written note needs to be sent in with your
child on the first day that they return to school explaining the reason for their absence. Please remember if
your child’s attendance is below 95% you will need to provide evidence to support any additional school
days they miss. Without evidence absence will be classified as unauthorised.
We cannot give permission for any extended holidays during term time. Any family that takes a holiday
could be fined by the Local Authority. If the school has any worries concerning lateness or attendance,
then you will be asked to come in to meet with us at the earliest opportunity to discuss the matter.

